
Contact:

CONTACT INFO FOR REPORTERS 

Your Org. Hosts International Chalk the Walks Event in Your Town on August 20
Shifting the U.S. Into a Positive Frame of Mind Through the Magical Power of Sidewalk Chalk
(Your town, State)  Always bring your own sunshine, share a smile, yes you can, you are loved, today I am thankful. Those are just some of the uplifting messages chalked on sidewalks across the United States during the second Chalk the Walks in 2012. Check the sidewalks around LOCATION on August 20th and you’re likely to find similar messages of inspiration, joy and love as YOUR ORG hosts the YOUR TOWN event to spread joy, optimism and inspiration to our community.

YOUR QUOTE HERE [sample quote: "The idea is as simple as it was in childhood," said Michele Larsen, founder of The Joy Team and coordinator of Chalk the Walks. "Write happy messages, have fun doing it, spread some joy while you’re at it." Why? Creating an easy way for people to smile and feel happy, even if just briefly, releases stress-busting, immune-boosting hormones in our bodies.  It's as good for our health as it is for our heart.]
People participating in Chalk the Walks across the nation will chalk the sidewalks with positive messaging in front of their homes and businesses, then post photos of their chalked messages on the Chalk the Walks 2013! Facebook event page (or facebook.com/chalkthewalks), creating a virtual playground of inspiration and optimism. People in the YOUR TOWN area are invited to join the chalking fun at LOCATION between TIME on August 20 with the LIST OTHER PARTICIPATING ORGS. 
Chalk the Walks, an international project of Vancouver, Washington-based non-profit, The Joy Team, is all about spreading joy, inspiration and optimism through the magical power of sidewalk chalk.  Because so many things are most powerful when done collectively, we're asking people to spend 10 minutes outside on August 20th writing a positive message in chalk on their sidewalks, driveways or parking lots. This year, people from at least 40 states (Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming) plus Australia, Canada, England and Mexico will be chalking their sidewalks with inspiring and uplifting messages.

About YOUR ORG

INFO
About The Joy Team 
Founded in February 2010, The Joy Team is a non-profit 501c3 corporation based in Vancouver, Washington, with the mission of building community by spreading joy, optimism and inspiration. Projects of the positive thought organization include billboard campaigns, delivering Happy Packets to the staff of organizations serving the community, Chalk the Walks, PB & JOY Project and The Junior Joy Team. Learn more at thejoyteam.org, like them on Facebook.com/TheJoyTeam or follow them on Twitter @TheJoyTeam. 
